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The major purpose of this study was to discover the perceptions 
of incarcerated black mothers and their concerns for their children in 
the public schools in Atlanta; and what, if any, effect the incarcer¬ 
ation of the mothers may have on the child with respect to school at¬ 
tendance; and to make recommendations to schools and other significant 
agencies. 
Methodology 
The study used the anthropological case study method with twelve 
black incarcerated mothers and their children. The exploratory method 
was chosen because of its major emphasis on the discovery of ideas and 
insights. 
Clients were interviewed on essential selected questions presumed 
relevant for this study. This information was tabulated into appropri¬ 
ate tables showing demographic data on specific behaviors and on 
patterns of behavior. 
Subjects 
There were twelve black mothers involved in this study with a 
combined total of fifty-six children; forty of these were of school 
age. 
Findings 
1. The extended family is an important source of support to the 
children and the mothers as the study revealed the presence of grand¬ 
mothers, aunts, and other significant relatives assuming responsibility 
for the welfare of the children in the homes of these mothers. 
2. Family income is predominantly from public welfare. 
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3. There was an almost total absence of fathers and grandfathers 
of children in the homes. Two of the twelve mothers identified a 
common-law husband and a boyfriend in their respective homes. 
4. The mothers expressed a need for their employment so they 
could provide necessities for their children. 
5. There was a decrease in the school attendance of the children 
of mothers involved in this study during the period of this study. 
6. Since nine of the twelve mothers lived in public housing 
(bedroom space is allocated by family size), living space as such, 
was not a problem. 
7. There was either an absence of organized recreation in or 
near the communities where the families of this study lived, or little 
interest shown by the mothers in whatever was available for either 
mothers or children. Not one mother mentioned the use of recreation, 
child care, or other facilities. 
8. The life styles of broken families, absence of fathers, 
low incomes, and dependence upon public assistance appear to be 
perpetuated from one generation to the next. 
Recommendations 
The following recommendations are made as a result of this study: 
1. That continued case histories of an explorative nature be 
made to further examine the problem of the relationship between the 
incarcerated black mother and her children. 
2. That the schools examine the roles of teachers in the area 
of recording information about the behavior of children other than 
attendance to enhance the understanding of the causative nature of 
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of the behavior of children. 
3. That the schools, jails, and other institutions of society 
which have a responsibility to children establish lines of communi¬ 
cation to plan effectively for the needs of children. 
4. That the schools examine the curricula content to assess 
whether the needs of children are being met to insure that the school 
fulfills its role to prepare for living: career options and coping 
skills to break the present cycle. 
5. That the appropriate governmental agency consider alterna¬ 
tive programs for incarcerated women with children. 
6. That the quality of life in public housing be examined and 
programs planned to facilitate growth—physical and psychological. 
7. That efforts be made to restore to incarcerated women and 
their children, or to enhance in both, a feeling of dignity and 
worth. 
8. That specific measures be taken to make the criminal justice 
system more equitable in the apprehension, processing, and treatment 
of minorities, the poor, and females. 
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The major purpose of this study is to discover the concerns of 
black incarcerated mothers who have children in the public schools in 
Atlanta, and what, if any, effect the incarceration of the mother may 
have on the child with respect to school attendance and other discernable 
behavior. 
Rationale 
The challenge of the Black Revolution of the 1960's and 1970's was 
for involvement and concern for those less fortunate. The goal was to do 
something to assist with the myriad of problems faced by this group. My 
personal choice to meet this challenge was to become involved with female 
inmates in the local jail. 
One might think with the hue and cry for help in the newspapers 
that getting into the jail for the purpose of helping inmates would be a 
simple task. This did not prove to be the case. The need for my being 
there had to be established and competency credentials had to be presented. 
My experience in the church, as an elementary school teacher and principal, 
and being free of a criminal record qualified me for membership in the 
Chaplain's Corps of Fulton County. I was assigned to the female section 




In the beginning I was interested just to have found a segment of 
the population who seemed to be at the bottom of the totem pole forgotten— 
the incarcerated mothers. Eventually it occurred to me that these women 
were also mothers of children who were sitting in the public schools. As 
an administrator in the public schools, I realized that I had never real¬ 
istically looked at the children with the thought that their mothers might 
be incarcerated and that this fact might be a problem to some children. 
I began to wonder if there was anything in the school records about the 
children of these mothers; I wondered how the mothers felt about their 
children. I wanted them to talk about themselves and their children, 
about their problems. I wanted to see if any of this information would 
tell me anything about how they viewed the school and if it were a help 
to their children. I was concerned about the behavior of the children 
and whether there was any change in the behavior of the children in the 
school after their mothers were incarcerated. I found that this kind of 
information was not available in school records. In fact, most teachers 
did not even know that the children in school had a mother who was incar¬ 
cerated . 
In spite of the lack of specific information in the school records 
about children that might correlate their behavior with the incarceration 
of their mothers, I felt that some exploratory study was needed. As an 
administrator, I was concerned that over seventy-five percent of those in¬ 
carcerated at any given time were black females. My conversations with 
many of them revealed that almost without exception, the incarcerated 
females were mothers. Because of my experiences in predominantly black 
communities and black elementary schools, I was not ignorant of the fact 
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that a large number of black men and women from these communities were, 
from time to time, incarcerated. As I searched literature which might 
enlighten me and give directions to my thoughts, I was led to agree with 
Ladner who stated; 
Many books have been written about the Black 
community but very few have really dealt with the intricate 
lives of the people who live there. By and large, they 
have attempted to analyze and describe the pathology which 
allegedly characterizes the lives of its inhabitants while 
at the same time making its residents responsible for its 
creation. The unhealthy conditions of the community such 
as drug addiction, poverty, crime, dilapidated housing, un¬ 
employment, and the multitude of problems which characterize 
it have caused social analysts to see these conditions as 
producing millions of "sick" people, many of whom are given 
few chances ever to overcome the wretchedness which clouds 
their existence. Few authorities on the Black community 
have written about the vast amount of strength and 
adaptability of the people.'*' 
It occurred to me that the information I was seeking might be 
tied to history and popular conceptions of the black family. Perhaps 
the direction for insight should be toward a discovery of statistics on 
black criminality or a discovery of cultural factors which might explain 
or offer some insight as to the effects of incarceration of black 
mothers on their children. 
Decades ago E. Franklin Frazier asserted in The Negro Family in 
the United States that the black family is matriarchal. We know today 
that many blahk families are matriarchal because they are disrupted by 
death, desertion, separation, divorce, and incarceration. In spite of 
these conditions, women in general or black women in particular, play 
highly functional roles within the family and society. Evidence of this 
positive role of the black mother is difficult to locate in the 
literature. 
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References in the literature concerning black women who commit 
crimes and are subsequently incarcerated are also difficult to locate. 
The few available statistics on black criminality do not separate or 
distinguish between black males and black females. For example: 
The high proportion of blacks arrested and con¬ 
victed for crime has generated concern that discrimination 
occurs in the justice system. Of 6,257,000 arrests in 
1970, there were 4,373,000 whites and 1,688,000 blacks 
arrested. Blacks constitute 11.1 percent of the total 
population of the United States and they contribute to 
27 percent of the arrests. Approximately 40 percent of 
the prisoners in America in 1970 were black.2 
There is little statistical information on women, per se. Even 
when such information is located, it is difficult to know whether the 
data specifically include the black female. Illustrative of this fact 
is the following: 
Cultural factors appear to explain at least part 
of the differential rates between men and women...Women 
constitute about 4 percent of the adult prison population. 
The ratio of arrests have been generally one woman to 
five men, indictments about one woman to nine men, con¬ 
victions about one woman to twenty-seven men. Most of 
the reasons appear to lie in the social and cultural 
factors within the family that reduce the possibility 
of women being involved in crime in the first place, 
and the protective tendency in American culture that 
decreases the possibility of processing her through the 
courts to a prison sentence.2 
Reckless is even more general in stating that of the total arrests 
during 1970, 85.6 percent were males and 14.4 percent were females.^ He 
confirms my conviction about the scantiness of information by stating: 
...the sociologists and criminologists, for the 
most part, will have to be satisfied with the limited in¬ 
formation on sex, age, and race which are reported by police 
agencies to the Federal Bureau of Investigation... 
Criminologists will have to develop ways and means of pene¬ 
trating the various aspects of involvement and this will 
require the development of appropriate measurements.5 
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I began to feel like Cade about the relevancy of literature and 
the recognition by her that no one woman could possibly undertake the 
needed research areas relating to blacks.6 Among the priorities is 
the need for a re-examination of the thesis of black matriarchy with 
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which Lerner agrees. 
After three years of counseling in the program at the jail and 
with contacts with incarcerated mothers moving from minimum to maximum 
involvement, patterns of their concerns began to emerge. These concerns 
were focused on husbands, ex-husbands, mothers, fathers, siblings, and 
significant others. They also expressed concerns about themselves and 
the arrangements being made for their children while they were incar^ 
cerated; and, about whether their children were attending school. They 
seldom inquired about what the children were doing in school or how 
they were getting along in school. The mothers talked about why they 
were in jail: dope, prostitution, murder, manslaughter, stealing, and 
assaultive behavior, to mention a few, and the hope of getting out soon. 
They did not discuss in depth the behaviors which led to their present 
incarceration. 
I was not there in the jail to impose values but to understand 
and work within the present realities. Obviously, a different value 
orientation existed. My concern was about the realities children must 
face when they hear teachers and friends within the school system frown 
upon the behaviors that caused their mothers ' incarceration. Although 
schools encourage initiative and creativity, conformity to existing laws 
is also stressed. Whatever reality there is in the expressions of the 
phenomenologists, the elementary school child is taught that social 
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change is available through the democratic process, and a violation of 
present laws is not encouraged. When their parents are incarcerated, the 
children suffer the derision of their classmates, and regrettably, some¬ 
times their teachers. Teachers are not often prepared to accept such 
subcultural variations in which children have incarcerated mothers. The 
concepts of motherhood and incarceration do not co-exist in the school 
situation. 
The idea that the concept of motherhood and the fact of incarcer¬ 
ation of mothers are not compatible in the schools may be the reason that 
I did not realize the seriousness of my new awareness. What the schools 
have been seeking in conformity to societal standards and academic 
excellence, may not be relevant to children who have to defend themselves 
from the "dozen's game" of their peers and at the same time try to live 
up to the expectations of the school. What can the child know of mother¬ 
hood portrayed in the stories read in school; mothers reading to their 
children, taking them on excursions, and keeping up with homework and 
grades? Motherhood to them may be just providing the necessities, being 
drilled from a survival kit they know to be vital for the only kind of 
living that has existed for them and their mothers. 
It would seem that there is a population of children whose family 
and background have not prepared them for success in school; that, there 
are teachers whose education and experience have not prepared them for 
such children. 
Based on these myriad concerns, this study evolved. The major 
purpose of this study was to discover the concerns of black incarcerated 
mothers who have children in the public schools in Atlanta, and what, if 
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any, effect the incarceration of the mother may have on the child with 
respect to school attendance, and what if anything, the schools can do. 
Statement of the Problem 
The problem involved in this study is the exploration of the per¬ 
ceptions of incarcerated black mothers about themselves and their 
children. The family characteristics and available information on the 
children's school behavior will be described in order to discover what 
implications there may be for schools. 
The specific purposes of this study are to answer the following 
questions : 
1. What are the perceptions of black incarcerated females about 
a. motherhood, 
b. their economic circumstances, 
c. their education levels, 
d. their general living conditions, 
e. their children's behavior while the mothers are incarcerated, 
f. the arrangements made for their children at the time of 
their incarceration, 
g. the schools their children attend, and 
h. the attendance in school of their children? 
2. What behaviors on the part of school children have been 
affected by the incarceration of their mothers, particularly 
attendance? 
3. What are the implications of the findings of the study for 
teacher training institutions, for schools, and the other 
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institutions of society? 
The research method is presented in Chapter III. The method is 
anthropological using case studies with twelve black incarcerated mothers 
and their families. The exploratory method chosen is significant because 
it allows ways to get at information on a segment of black mothers and 
how their incarceration affects the behavior of their children. This 
study will be significant in providing information concerning: 
1. Information about incarcerated black mothers which has 
not been previously obtained. 
2. The perceived effects of such incarceration on the mothers 
and their children. 
3. The existing lines of communication between this segment 
of the population and the agencies with which they are 
involved. 
4. The perceived roles of motherhood by the subjects and 
whether these roles are affected by the incarceration 
of the mother. 
5. The availability of recorded information about students 
for research purposes. 
6. Supportive structures used by black incarcerated mothers 
to assist their children educationally. 
7. The use of in depth case studies as a viable tool to 
gain insight into the phenomenon of incarcerated black 
mothers from which other hypotheses may be developed 
for future study. 
8. Information about incarcerated black mothers and their 
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children which has implications for the schools. 
A contribution to educational knowledge will be made by providing 
some insight into the black family and the arrangements made for the 
children of incarcerated mothers. Since teachers feel hampered by not 
knowing meaningful information about the backgrounds of their children, 
this study will hopefully provide information as to how such a linkage 
can be effected. Additionally, this study will be a contribution to 
the literature about black families using black women as the primary 
source of observations. 
This study includes intensive interviews with twelve black incar¬ 
cerated mothers, relatives, and significant others in the homes where 
the children were at the time of their mother's incarceration. It also 
includes an examination of the children's permanent school records. 
The criteria for selection included the mother's willingness to be in¬ 
volved in the study and the presence of their children in the Atlanta 
Public School System. 
This study will be limited to the degree that: 
1. Statements made by mothers while incarcerated are true 
expressions of their perceptions of reality. 
2. The events and demographic data collected on the twelve 
black incarcerated mothers is exemplary of others not 
included in this study. 
3. Significant others give accurate information about the 
incarcerated black mothers and the children involved 
in this study. 
4. School records are up-to-date and available. 
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For the purpose of this study the following terms are used and 
are defined within the following framework: 
1. Mother - refers to the natural or substitute mother 
who has responsibility for the children. 
2. Separation - refers to the act of removal of mothers 
from the home by legally authorized personnel and when 
such removal is known by the children in the household. 
3. Unexplained separation - refers to the separation when 
the information is concealed from the children but the 
separation is felt or is of concern to the children. 
4. Incarcerated - refers to the placement of mothers by 
officers into a place of confinement such as jails or 
prisons. 
5. Nuclear family - refers to mother, father (legal) and 
siblings living in one household. 
The remaining chapters of this study will be presented as follows 
Chapter II. Review of related literature. This chapter will 
include an historical perspective as well as present perceptions on 
motherhood with specific insights into separation, demographic data, 
crime and incarceration, and attitudes affecting behavior. 
Chapter III. The research design. The exploratory nature of 
this study using cases, case studies, and the techniques of interviewing 
examining school records, case presentation and analysis. The study 
uses the variable of incarceration to explore a facet of behavior of 
school children which is not a part of present literature. The dis¬ 
covery of insights and ideas for future study is the major focus of 
11 
this study. 
Chapter IV. Presentation of data. This chapter summarizes and 
analyzes information from case histories with appropriate tables. The 
case histories are presented to provide information for analysis for 
the researcher and also for whatever other interests others may have. 
Chapter V. Summary, findings, implications, and recommendations. 
This chapter presents a general discussion of impressions of the 
researcher with pertinent summary, findings, implications, and 
recommendations. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
Introduction 
Writers and researchers depend upon recorded information as a 
source for whatever they wish to write about. Primary sources of in¬ 
formation add validity or serve as meaningful guidelines for the testing 
of ideas to be explored. There is the general assumption that there is 
available literature on all subjects. This may or may not be true. 
This study began with a statement that the target population is at the 
bottom of the totem pole. After reading and discovering little relevant 
literature addressing specifically the problems of the black incarcerated 
female, there is agreement with DuBois who wrote: 
We have records of kings and gentlemen ad nauseum 
and in stupid detail...but of the common run of human 
beings...the world has saved all too little of authentic 
record and tried to forget or ignore even the little 
saved. With regard to Negroes in America...came also 
the attempt, conscious or unconscious, to excuse the 
shame of slavery by stressing natural inferiority which 
would render it impossible for Negroes to make, much 
less leave, any record of revolt or struggle, any human 
reaction to utter degradation.^ 
Among blacks it is generally agreed the scattered history of 
black peoples has been primarily the writings of the views of white 
males. The biographies of black males and females suffer limited 
publication. They are generally not known or made readily available 
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to the reading public of blacks until a momentous occasion, such as 
Black History Week. However, criminality among blacks is not the focus 
of such occasions. There is a void in the information about white fe¬ 
males and blacks, male and female, who are arrested and subsequently 
are incarcerated. 
The researcher will review the literature that has been written 
about the black female as it pertains to the following areas: 
1. Perceptions on black motherhood—an historical perspective 
as well as present perceptions on motherhood. 
2. Separation—as an economic factor and cultural to the 
extent that the state of separation in black families 
is due primarily to the system. 
3. Demographic data—presents family size, income, home 
ownership and available data on women in places of 
incarceration. 
4. Crime and incarceration—indicates the rationale for 
differential treatment of females. 
5. Attitudes and situations affecting behavior—indicates 
patterns in schools and homes which may affect the 
behavior of school age children, particularly blacks. 
Perceptions on black motherhood 
The historical perspective on the perceptions of black mother¬ 
hood offers understanding to present perceptions. For information on 
the historical perspective, a look at what is considered to be the 
"native land" is essential. Staples writes that it is generally under- 
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stood that tribal customs emphasized the importance of the maternal 
role in the African social culture and that this structure patterned 
the attitude of a mother toward her child. Staples writes further 
that the Ashanti tribe of Ghana located in West Africa, where most 
slaves came from, viewed the ties between the mother and child as the 
keystone of all social relationships. The Ashanti mother regarded her 
relationship with her child as an absolutely binding moral relation¬ 
ship. No amount of self-sacrifice was too great for the sake of her 
children.” 
Staples points out further that: 
African society placed a high esteem on the mother's 
role as a child bearer and the guardian of the tribal 
legacy, for the children were the symbols of the continuity 
of life. Her removal to the shores of a new world affected 
her ability to be a mother and to get the initial respect 
of dependence of her child.10 
The meaningful roles of the mother and child as the basis of 
social relationships and as a moral binding relationship adds a somewhat 
different dimension to the present understanding of the relationship 
between the black mother and her child as being purely limited by a 
biological function. 
The institution of slavery brought about two aspects which apply 
to the masses of black women today, particularly low income black women: 
the semi-independent economic function of the women and the close bond 
that existed between her and her children.These roles were entrenched 
by the altered status of the black man. In the new world he became a 
breeding instrument whose primary function was to work and be of service 
to his masters. Often his name was not included in the plantation 
records and ownership of children was attributed to the mother or slave 
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owner. Since many of the slaves never knew their father, the mother 
role took on an even stronger image. Even slave masters respected the 
bond between the mother and the younger children because of her strong 
attachment to them and the dependence of the child upon her for 
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survival. There is no implication in the preceding statement that 
black children were left exclusively with their black mothers. There 
were such separations due to sales for economic reasons and the valiant 
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efforts made by black mothers to forestall such sales are legend. 
The conditions forced upon black mothers during the slavery era gave 
rise to the present concept of black matriarchy. 
Ladner cites DuBois as making a significant observation con¬ 
cerning black mothers: 
The history of black women has brought into existence 
dual concepts of her identity, definitions of her ideals, 
attitudes, behavior, roles, and responsibilities. Because 
of her powerless status, she has been forced to live with 
the racist myths that emerged from the white society about 
her "so-called immorality." 
The stigmas of illigitimacy and matriarchy are two 
misconceptions that she has had to cope with and attempt 
to destroy...Regardless of how often she has attempted 
to provide her own definitions of herself, she has 
never been able to force the dominant society to accept 
their validity.^ 
Another quote from DuBois cited by Ladner states: 
No other woman on earth could have emerged from the 
hell of force and temptation which once engulfed and 
still surrounds the black woman in America with half the 
modesty and womanliness that they retained.-^ 
The statement that more black children are born out of wed¬ 
lock than others has concerned many scholars. Pinkney reports that in 
1967 it was estimated that nine percent of all live white births in the 
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United States were out of wedlock babies. The rate for blacks was said 
to be seven times higher. However, whites are usually in private hospi¬ 
tals attended by sympathetic physicians while black mothers give birth 
in public hospitals where they are more than likely to be recorded as 
illegitimate. Pinkney asserts that these different circumstances are 
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likely to lead to significant differentials in reporting. 
Pinkney's observations add a dimension which questions the 
validity of the perceptions with reference to the black female and im¬ 
morality. Another popular myth examined by the writer is that of the 
perceptions about what constitutes good child rearing practices and the 
essentials of child rearing. 
The concept of child rearing as experienced by the poor or low 
income black mother may be at variance with that of contemporary 
theories. One reason for this is that often black mothers are exposed 
less than white mothers to the literature on child rearing. Since there 
were few black women in the middle-class a generation ago, the middle- 
class modes of child rearing are practically unknown to recent black en¬ 
trants to the middle-class view. Thus, the black woman frequently 
17 
raises her child in the same manner as her mother and grandmother. 
The middle-class person is distinguished by educational, income, 
and occupational achievements. The middle-class person subscribes to 
certain standards or life styles and has some hold on his middle-class 
status. This designation does not apply to the majority of black females, 
particularly those subjects involved in this study. Staples has pointed 
out that the system in which blacks live in western culture affects the 
way the black woman feels as wife and mother. She and her husband find 
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getting employment difficult and his absence makes her eligible for wel¬ 
fare assistance. She may be forced to choose the security of welfare 
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and negate her role as wife. This position is not supported by middle- 
class status. The poor black female has a major responsibility in her 
own home with cleaning with little help from her black mate. She also 
bears primary responsibility for rearing the children and the responsi¬ 
bility of working to support her children. With a husband in the home, 
her employment is still often necessary in order to meet the demands of 
living. These patterns among the poor generally free black children 
from parental control earlier than their middle-class counterparts. 
Older children, relatives, or the extended family become important in 
the rearing of the black child due to these practices. 
Staples addresses other points which may need clarification. He 
writes : 
Further, when she does work, she is often tired and 
irritable and this explains her lack of patience in dealing 
with the discipline problems of her children. Additionally, 
she has little authority in the environment in which she 
operates and her home provides the only place she can 
exercise authority. Another parameter in the rearing of 
children is that of giving rewards. The black mother, 
living in a racist social order which circumscribes her 
educational and social opportunities, oftjn has to limit 
her rewards to natural love and devotion. 
The writer does not support an assumption that the world of work 
forces the mother to become a tyrant when she returns to her home from 
what might have been a difficult and frustrating day at work. Rather, 
the idea is that the system as described, while hurting a few, may con¬ 
tribute to a meaningful bond between parent and child because this is 
the "caring" source for each. With the many impediments imposed by the 
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system, the statement of one black mother about the importance of mother¬ 
hood reflects and supports the "caring" point of view. She said: 
To me, having a baby inside me is the only time I'm 
really alive. I know I can make something, do something, 
no matter what color my skin is, and what names people 
call me. When the baby gets born I see him, and he's 
full of life, or she is; and I think to myself that it 
doesn't make any difference what happens later, at least 
now we've got a chance, or the baby does. You can see 
the little one grow and get larger and start doing 
things, and you feel there must be some hope, some chance 
that things will get better; because there it is, right 
before you, a real, live, growing baby.... 
They'll tell you we are 'neglectful'; we don't take 
proper care of the children...But, that's a lie, because 
we do, until we can't any longer, because the time has 
come for the street to claim them, to take them away 
and teach them what a poor nigger's life is like. I 
don't care what anyone says; I take the best care of 
my children... 
Coles, a psychiatrist who recorded the above statement from a 
Georgia woman who had moved to Boston, posits "the clinical observation 
that against awful odds the Negro mother has probably done as effective 
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a job at child rearing as any mothers anywhere." 
This study should add another dimension to the growing literature 
on the black woman's perception of herself as mother. 
Separation 
While there is ample research on the issue of parent-child 
separation it is mostly concerned with the father's absence and thus 
not germane to the focus of this study. Other literature addresses 
maternal deprivation with infant children and this age is not specific 
to this study. Of importance, however, is the realization that parent- 
child separation is often a function of economic conditions. Oppor- 
19 
tunities provided others, such as employment to overcome other handicaps 
and continue to maintain the family economically, is not the same for 
the black woman. 
This quote from Reid illustrates the point: 
The higher the family income for both black and whites 
the less likely are parents to be divorced or separated. 
At family income levels of $10,000 to $14,000 for both 
races, nearly all children live with both their parents. 
However, the proportion drops sharply for families with 
incomes under $3,000—about 24 percent of the Negroes 
and 44 percent of the white children families of this 
income group lived with their parents in 1969. A very 
large share, almost two-thirds of the children head^ 
by Negro women were in low-income families of 1969. 
Thus, economics in a racist society is considered by the writer 
to be important in understanding the phenomenon of separation. That 
black women of low-incomed groups have fewer spouses, either legal or 
common-law, appears non-contestable. The exploratory nature of this 
study should provide additional insights into the effects of separation 
as perceived by black incarcerated mothers in the parent-child relation¬ 
ship, and what the implications are for schools. 
Demographic data 
This study is concerned with perceptions of black incarcerated 
mothers concerning motherhood, the circumstances under which they live, 
and how these circumstances affect what they do to and for their chil¬ 
dren. Information such as family size, income, and housing are important 
to an understanding of where the black family is positioned in a racist 
society. To the writer, it seems that this information is seldom pre¬ 
sented as a reality calling for social change but to indicate the 
'failings' of black people and their inability, according to some writers, 
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to measure up. 
One of the popular myths is that crowding, per se, as depicted 
with low-income families who live in slums and public housing is detri¬ 
mental to the behavior of the inhabitants. This conclusion may or may 
not have validity. Hall in his studies has indicated that "crowding, 
per se, is neither good nor bad, but rather, that overstimulation and 
disruption of social relationships as a consequence of overlapping 
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personal distances leads to population collapse." Historically, 
blacks have lived under crowded conditions. It is really an assumption 
that crowded conditions have only negative consequences. It is 
possible that close physical proximity may promote positive family 
values. Hall's statement reflects this point of view: 
 we have consistently failed to accept the reality 
of different cultures within our national boundaries. 
Negroes, Indians, Spanish Americans, and Puerto Ricans 
are treated as though they were recalcitrant, undereducated, 
middle-class Americans of Northern European heritage instead 
of what they really are: members of culturally differentiated 
enclaves with their own communication systems, institutions, 
and values.^ 
This research is designed to explore present realities and not 
to depict how well the black male and female measure up to other Ameri¬ 
can ethnic groups. The writer views the economic factor as important 
in contributing to alienation in the black family. The information be¬ 
low on family size, income, and home ownership depicts opportunities 
of blacks in the American culture. 
There is the premise that black families are larger. 
Black families are larger than white families. The 
average size of the American family in 1971 was 3.6 persons. 
For black families it was 4.2 persons and for white families 
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it was 3.5 persons.. Thirteen percent of all black families 
contained children under 18 years pf age, compared with 
Only 3 percent of the white families. Furthermore black 
families are more likely to include other members of un? 
related members than are white families. While the vast 
majority of black families (approximately two-thirds) 
are nuclear families of husband, wife, and children, 
nearly one-fourth are extended families, and one-tenth 
are augmented families. 
In some cases black families are made up of two or 
more nuclear families in the same household. This ex¬ 
tended family arrangement is called a subfamily. In 1970, 
6 percent of all black families were subfamilies, compared 
with only 2 percent for white families. Although black 
families are larger, they earn significantly less.^ 
There is the premise that black women have few job opportunities. 
The unemployment statistics for 1966 are: 
Black Men Black Women White Men White Women 
6.6% 8.8% 2.9% 4.3% 
(Those 14-19 years of age) 
21.2% 31.1% 9.9% 11.0% 
Despite some improvement in job opportunities and the 
erosion of some racial barriers in the middle-range jobs, 
the economic gap between black wo^gn and other groups in 
the population remains unchanged. 
Statistics from the Women's Bureau of the United States Depart¬ 
ment of Labor show that in 1967 the wage scale for white women was 
even below that of black men; and the wage scale for non-white women 
was lowest of all: 
White males $6704 
Non-white males 4277 
White females 2991 
Non-white females 2861 
Pinkney states the following about employment disparity: 
In 1972 black families' income was $6864, or 59 percent 
of the $11,549 median income of white families. This 
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difference in family income existed despite the greater 
proportion of working wiyes in black families than in 
white families. Some 55 percent of black wives worked, 
compared with 44 percent of white wiyes. 
There is the premise that black families are less likely than 
whites to own their own homes. Pinkney states further: 
Black families are less likely than whites to own 
their own homes. In 1970, for example, 42 percent of 
all black families owned homes; 65.4 percent of white 
families were homeowners. Black home ownership is 
greatest in the South (46.9 percent), followed by the 
North Central Region (42 percent), and the West (40 
percent). In the Northeast it is lowest (28.6 percent). 
In 1970, black families lived in more congested 
housing than white families as 14 percent of all black 
families occupied housing units in which there was an 
average of 1.5 persons per room while 3 percent of 
white families lived under these conditions. Whether 
they own or rent their places of residence, black 
families are more likely than white families to live 
in housing units lacking some or all plumbing facilities. 
Seventeen percent of all black families lived in housing 
lacking complete plumbing facilities, compared with 
5 percent of white families. In short, black families 
are required to pay a greater portion of their income 
than white families for inferior housing.28 
The above supports the writer's view that economic degradation 
may result in increased stress upon the black family as compared to the 
white family. 
Criminality, incarceration, and blacks 
The importance of the statistics in this study is to indicate the 
obscure ways blacks, and particularly black females, are addressed in 
criminal statistics. This lack of precise information with reference to 
the black female points to the need for an exploratory study so that 
more important hypotheses can be developed for further study toward an 
understanding of crime and its effects on the black family. 
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The high frequency of blacks in crime statistics as compared to 
other ethnic groups provides a misrepresentation that is not often 
understood or made clear. The Federal Bureau of Investigation reports 
that the proportion of crimes cleared by arrest in 1972 varied from 
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17 percent for auto theft to 82 percent for murder. There is no 
factual data as to who commits crime other than that of those caught. 
If, for example, the remaining 83 percent were caught who committed 
auto thefts, the percentage of blacks could be larger, or smaller, as 
the case may be. 
Fox, referred to earlier in this research, has indicated that 
only about 4 percent of the total female population is involved in 
criminality and of that number only one female to twenty-seven males 
received convictions.^ A specific reference to black females is not 
included. 
Statistics on homicide and other assaultive crimes in the United 
States consistently show that blacks have rates between four and ten 
times higher than whites. Aside from a critique on official arrest 
statistics that raises serious questions about the amount of black 
crime, there is no real evidence to deny the greater involvement that 
blacks have in assaultive crimes. What is forcefully denied is any 
genetic specificity for committing crime and any biological proclivity 
peculiar to blacks in the United States, and, statistics appear to 
stress blacks in considerably higher proportions than do the persons 
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labelled white. 
Similarly, the law is differentially applied to blacks and 
whites. It is well known that a black believed to have attacked a white 
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woman is more likely to be punished than a white man who commits the 
same offense: it is only slightly less well known that a black who mur¬ 
ders another black is less likely to be punished than a white who commits 
murder. This, of course, is one of the main points of Sutherland's 
analysis of white collar crime: crimes committed by corporations are 
almost always prosecuted as civil cases, but the same crime committed by 
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an individual is ordinarily treated as a criminal offense. This practice 
tends to increase the frequency of blacks in crime statistics in spite of 
the lack of opportunity they have to commit corporate crimes. 
A profile of prisoners in state and county institutions, Georgia, 
on August 13, 1974 revealed the following: ^ 










Eli Jones, Assistant Deputy Commissioner of the Department of 
Corrections and Offender Rehabilitation, State of Georgia, at a workshop 
of the Georgia Chapter, National Association of Blacks in Criminal 
Justice, stated that as of September, 1975 there were over 11,000 in¬ 
carcerated in the state institutions. There were 6,899 blacks, repre¬ 
senting 60.8 percent of the total population at that time. There were 
322 black females of a total of 488 females. This report from Jones did 
not differentiate further. He stated that of the total population the 
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age range was from 14 years to 65 years; 28.5 years was the average 
age; the average inmate had completed the 10th grade but functioned 
at the 6th grade level. Forty percent of all blacks were full time 
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employed and five percent were part time employed. In this instance, 
as in others, the statistics are not reported according to sex. 
In general, data on black criminality are not available, or when 
it is available, no distinction is made between sex for either black 
or white criminals. 
Family patterns affecting behavior 
A common axiom is that the high crime rate among blacks is due 
largely to the number of homes dominated by the female due to the ab¬ 
sence of a male figure, for whatever reason. A study reported by 
Scanzoni supports the thesis that the identification with a parent is 
dependent upon how the parents function. Functioning was explained in 
terms of meeting the emotional, physical, and psychological needs of 
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children. The identification in a one parent household is natural. 
Further, the report stated: 
It is often said that young lower-class men 
find themselves dominated on every side by a plethora 
of female figures. By way of contrast, these males 
responding did not appear to have experienced that 
type of situation. Although there was strong positional 
and personal identification with their mothers, our 
evidence indicated that this identification was bene¬ 
ficial for them and when it came to a choice of 
reference individuals or "idols" beyond the family, 
they went much more to a male than a female.36 
The damaging effects of the matriarchal family structure is 
questioned by Gans who stated: 
...the matriarchal family structure and the absence 
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of a father has not yet been proven pathological, even 
for the boys who grow up in it. Sociological studies of 
the Negro family have demonstrated the existence of an 
extended kinship system of mothers, grandmothers, aunts, 
and other female relatives that is surprisingly stable, 
at least on the female side. Moreover, many matriarchal 
families raise boys who do adapt successfully and them¬ 
selves make stable marriages. The,immediate cause of 
pathology may be the absence of a set of emotional 
strengths and cultural skills in the mothers, rather 
than the instability or departure of the fathers. A 
family headed by a capable if unmarried mother may thus 
be healthier than a two-parent family in which the father 
is a marginal appendage. If this is true, one could 
argue that at present, the broken and matriarchal family 
is a viable solution for the Negro lower-class population, 
for given the economic and other handicaps of the men, 
the family can best survive by rejecting its men, albeit 
at great emotional cost to them.3' 
Due to the strong social value of having the father in the home, 
many families without fathers are labelled as being inadequate and there 
is the possibility that this has negative consequences. As a teacher, 
I have heard many black mothers say-—"this would not have happened if 
you had a daddy." Also, his absence may reduce the effectiveness of 
the mother's efforts because of her major concerns for survival. It is 
difficult for a minority group to be acting on one principle while the 
great majority of the population, and the one with the most advantages, 
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operates on another. 
Willie reported the following: 
Numerous studies have documented that children of 
parents with low education, income, or occupational status 
generally have lower academic achievement than do children 
of higher socioeconomic levels. To some extent this is 
attributable to many conditions in the home, such as low 
aspirations or expectations by the parents, lack of 
financial support for incidental needs in public schools 
and for the ability to forego earnings, crowded living 
quarters, lack of parental knowledge for educational 
guidance and modeling, and numerous siblings sharing 
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finite adult social and other resources. In addition, 
class-segregated housing means that neighborhoods and 
schools can exist which are largely utilized by persons 
with such characteristics. The consequences are then 
compounded.39 
Whether all parents are affected by the labelling or succumb to 
the values attached to home without a father, whether by death, divorce, 
or separation is a concern for future research. It is important to seek 
the differences and understand why many fatherless children do as well 
as children from complete homes, and many children from complete 
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families do less well than fatherless children. 
Summary 
The literature on black families is replete with data which 
stress the inadequacies of blacks whether from income, political power, 
status, family stability, or other socio-bio-psycho enclaves. This may 
be due to the fact that the writings which receive national attention 
are primarily those of whites, whereas, black writers have limited time 
to do research. 
There is a definite paucity of information on the black incar¬ 
cerated female, which points up a need for this type of study. One of 
the advantages of this study would parallel the need indicated by 
Robert Hill in a paper read before the July, 1971 Annual Meeting of the 
National Urban League. Hill stressed: 
...the need to retreat from a 'pathological' per¬ 
spective of the black family which emphasizes 'instability, 
disintegration, weakness' and to adopt instead an approach 
reflected in the writings of W. E. B. DuBois, Charles 
Johnson, St. Clair Drake, Horace Cayton, Andrew Billingsley, 
Elizabeth Herzog, Hylan Lewis, Charles Valentine, and Joyce 
Ladner which highlights the "strengths of black families." 
These strengths are identified as: strong kinship bonds, 
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strong work orientation, strong achievement orientations, 
strong religious orientation. 1 
The quote from one black may express the sentiments of many, 
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"Funny, I didn't even know I was deprived until they told me." 
CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH DESIGN 
Procedures and Methodology 
This chapter sets forth the procedures and methodology used in 
this study. Of interest to the writer as a researcher and as an ad¬ 
ministrator is the labelling which occurs in the schools. Much of the 
labelling which is presented relates to the realities of slum dwelling, 
low-income, and similar factors. If the realities of such labelling 
were all the elementary school teacher had to look forward to, there 
would be little hope. O'Leary reports a study of teachers causing a 
large IQ gain in one year—particularly in the first and second grades— 
by telling the teacher that a child had a potential for giftedness. 
Teacher differentials in the way they have expectancies about students 
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can influence outcomes. Thus, labelling of children of incarcerated 
parents can be a serious concern. 
It was primarily for this reason that neither teachers nor stu¬ 
dents were interviewed for this research effort. A child being ques¬ 
tioned or having his behavior examined by a researcher might have to 
undergo many unnecessary changes when it was discovered that the child's 
mother was incarcerated and this formed the basis for the interview. 
The decision was made to use the exploratory method with major 
emphasis on a discovery of ideas and insights. The method would permit 
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some familiarity with the group under consideration, the incarcerated 
mothers, enable the portrayal of the characteristics of the mothers and 
through school records, the children. The research design utilizes the 
principle of discovery with the hope of finding information which would 
shed light on the perceived problems of black incarcerated mothers and 
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their children and what, if any, implications this has for schools. 
The method allows for the discovery of information during a par¬ 
ticular time and at a particular place in history which the literature 
has not provided: the incidence of incarceration as a variable. In 
the absence of more empirical data, this research hopes to offer 
implications for the development of hypotheses for further study. This 
study focuses on a discovery of information as revealed through case 
studies following a general format for conducting interviews. 
Methodology 
The exploratory method of research was used in this study as 
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described by Selltiz, et al. Clients were interviewed based on 
essential selected questions presumed relevant for this study. This 
information was tabulated into appropriate tables showing variables 
relating to demographic data and specific behaviors which emerged as a 
pattern. 
Procedure 
The following procedures were used to obtain information for 
this study. 
1. A form was devised to secure information from the parents 
to get personal information from them about themselves, 
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their children, and significant others. 
2. Permission was obtained from the parents to review the 
permanent records of the children in school. 
3. Interviews were held weekly with the parents in the jail 
for personal information and follow-up information. 
4. Visits were made to the schools and student permanent 
records were reviewed. 
5. Follow-up visits were made to get at the accuracy of such 
information as vital statistics when the school records 
indicated ambiguity, or the information was not recorded. 
6. Interviews were held with the caretakers. 
7. The data were tabulated for regularities and insights, 
recorded and transcribed into case histories, and 
tabulated where there were sufficient numbers to support 
tables. 
8. The data were analyzed. 
Basic assumptions 
The literature and knowledge gained during the counseling, prior 
to the research, indicates that the behavior of the child, as reflected 
in achievement and attendance, might be affected by the mother's 
absence from the home. This was presupposed because the mother was 
generally the main support for physical and emotional needs of the 
child. If a separation, via incarceration, occurred, the mothers 
generally wanted to know how the children were, who was caring for them, 
and if anything had happened. Secondly, teachers do not really know 
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about the variations which occur in the day-to-day liying of children. 
They do know that from time to time the children exhibit marked changes 
in attitudes, the cause of which often goes undetected. For this 
study, it is assumed that: 
1. The continuity of whatever home life a child experienced 
was important to maintaining the consistency in the child's 
behavior. 
2. The separation of mother and child affected the day-to-day 
behaviors of children, particularly if the separation was 
due to incarceration. 
3. The public schools kept attendance, anecdotal, and other 
records describing the behavior and the changes in the 
behavior of children, and that such information was 
recorded in the permanent records of children. 
Sample 
The sample included twelve black mothers with whom initial con¬ 
tact was made while the mothers were incarcerated in the Fulton County 
Jail. The twelve mothers were chosen by the researcher who used the 
following criteria: 
1. The mothers were actually in jail at the time the 
researcher was scheduled to visit the jail. 
2. The mothers were willing to be a part of the study. 
3. The mothers had children enrolled in the Atlanta Public 
Schools. 
4. The mothers were in jail at some time during the period of 
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this study—January 1, 1975 to December 31, 1975. 
Instruments 
The instruments used in the study were pretested with the inmate 
population prior to the beginning of the study on January 1, 1975. 
A questionnaire was devised which was used for the initial inter¬ 
view in the jail (Appendix A). Identifying data about the parent and 
the children involved in the study were discovered at this point. 
Another questionnaire was devised to get more specific information about 
the number of children in the family and to identify specific observable 
behaviors (Appendix B). A more comprehensive interview schedule was de¬ 
vised to get data for the case studies (Appendix C). 
All interviews were conducted personally by the researcher. 
Other media, such as the telephone, were used only to clarify information 
which may not have been clear to the researcher at the time of the inter¬ 
view. 
Information about children in school was acquired from student 
permanent records without contacting school personnel. The permanent 
records did not have anecdotal records as originally assumed. In the 
absence of such information, the researcher was left with the original 
intent of the study: to discover from the records, whatever was 
available. Attendance notations were factually recorded and this 
study was limited to this degree. 
The reported information related to the behavior of children in 
regard to attendance, grade placement and grade level, deportment, 
age, sex, position in family, and activities. Information on parents 
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included such data as age, sex, employment, income, marital status, 
composition of home, length of residence, and other data as revealed 
in the case studies. 
Analysis 
The information was tabulated to show demographic data of the 
mothers and children and the social content of the motherhood-child- 
school relations. The following were considered: 
1. Arrangements made for the children 
2. The number of children in the study by grades 
3. Ages of children by frequency 
4. Attendance records of children 
5. Highest grade completed by the mothers 
6. Type of dwelling occupied by families 
7. Offenses committed by the mothers 
8. Inferences from the case studies 
CHAPTER IV 
PRESENTATION OF DATA 
Introduction 
The offenses for which the women were incarcerated were many: 
murder, robbery, stealing, shoplifting, dope, prostitution, and a va¬ 
riety of other offenses. The reasons given by the mothers for their 
involvement in criminal activities were many: 
1. They had personal needs and drifted into crime 
because of the monetary gains which helped supply 
the needs of their children. 
2. They were pulled into criminal activities 
volitionally or nonvolitionally by the men they 
loved. 
3. They were overwhelmed by the responsibilities 
of multiple husbands, sometimes legal and some¬ 
times not; and the children from such unions 
who were making, by necessity, economic demands 
and the recognition of their incapability to 
meet the demands by legal means. 
4. They were caught in a web of frustrations and hope¬ 
lessness and were not able to manage their feelings, 
and resorted to such offenses as assault and shooting 
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which often resulted in murder_ 
5. They were unwilling victims of smart, sophisticated 
friends who were adept in the art of shoplifting and 
were unwittingly caught in this web, 
6. They were overwhelmed by sheer numbers. One of the 
mothers stated she had six children who lived in the 
same home with a sister and the sister's seven 
children. The mother of this inmate had thirteen 
children and some of these were yet in this same home. 
This was not an isolated case . 
7. A prostitute gave the reasons listed above and indicated 
that she was proud of her profession and the life style 
offered by prostitution which appealed to her vanity . 
An analysis of the cases will be presented followed by the case 
studies of the incarcerated mothers. The cases demonstrate the intri¬ 
cate nature of the living patterns of the mothers and children caught 
in the web of home, imprisonment, and other institutions of society; 
sometimes of their own doing, but highly determined by the mandates of 
society. Precise details such as names, addresses, birthdates, and 
other specific identifying data, have been omitted from the case his¬ 
tories to preserve anonymity of the mothers and children. 
The purposes of the study were to answer the following questions 
1. What are the perceptions of black incarcerated females 
about motherhood? 
2. What are the arrangements for children at the time the 
mothers are incarcerated? 
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3. Is there evidence of changed behavior on the part of 
children when mothers are incarcerated? If so, in what 
direction is the behavior altered? 
4. What are the economic circumstances of the incarcerated 
mothers? 
5. What is the educational level of the incarcerated 
mothers? 
6. What are the implications of the findings for teacher 
training institutions, teachers, and schools? 
Perceptions about motherhood 
All twelve of the mothers, as revealed in the case studies, 
indicated that they thought they were good mothers. One mother who 
permitted her children to live with her sister and brother-in-law 
prior to her incarceration felt good about herself. She indicated that 
she bought her children clothes and toys and was therefore a good mother. 
Eight of the twelve mothers stated that they were good mothers because 
they sent their children to school, fed them, and kept clothes on them. 
Child care arrangements 
In response to the second question about arrangements made for 
children during the mothers' incarceration the following responses were 
noted; four of the mothers had their own mothers living in the home 
and no change was necessary; one moved her children to the home of her 
mother; two moved the children to the homes of aunts; two adult sisters 
were in the homes with the children of the incarcerated mothers and, 
again, no change was necessary; a friend moved into the home of one; 
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and in yet another, the children remained in the home while a neighbor 
assumed responsibility while the neighbor remained in her own home. 
The children of one of the incarcerated mothers were placed in a foster 
home. This mother was the one who expressed most concern about the 
welfare of her children. See table 1. 
TABLE 1 





Move of Children 
Necessitated 





Mother's aunt 2 
Mother's sister 1 
Mother's friend 1 
Foster home 1 
Neighbor 1 
Total 7 5 
Number of children by grades 
Table 2 shows the number by grades of the forty school age 
children involved in the study. A high proportion, thirty-five of the 
forty children, are in attendance in elementary school. 
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TABLE 2 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN BY GRADE 
Grade K123456789 10 11 12 
Number of Total 
Children in 6 5 3 5 7 5 1 3 21 2 00= 40 
Each Grade 
Total number of children of incarcerated mothers 
The ages of all the children of incarcerated mothers involved 
in this study are shown in table 3 : those a part of the study and in 
school and those too young for school or too old. There is a total of 
fifty-six children. Since child care is of concern to the study it is 
of interest to note that only nine of the children are above thirteen 
years and may be assumed to feel some responsibility for self care; 
whereas, forty are below nine years of age and would need child care 
arrangements. 
TABLE 3 
AGES OF ALL CHILDREN BY FREQUENCY 
Ages of Children Number of Children 
0 - 11 months 2 
1 - 3 years 7 
4 - 6 years 16 
7 - 9 years 15 
10 - 12 years 8 
13 - 15 years 6 
16 - 18 years 1 
19 - over 1 
Total 56 
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Attendance records by families 
Table 4 lists the children by families and the attendance records 
of the children involved in this study. The total absences for the 
school year 1973-74 are contrasted with the school year 1974-75, the 
year of the study. For the school year 1973-74 the total absences were 
556. There was an increase in absences to 881 for the school year 1974- 
75. Although no precise conclusion can be drawn from the above, the in¬ 
crease during the period of time when mothers were being separated from 
their children may indicate that incarceration did affect their atten¬ 
dance in spite of the reasons given by the children to the teachers. 
Then too, the caretakers may have been overly sympathetic or unreliable 
in their responsibility of sending children to school. 
Illness was the most frequent excuse given for absences; seven¬ 
teen children gave this as the primary excuse for absences. Illness 
accounted for 430 of the 881 days during the year 1974-75. This figure 
does not include the days when specific illnesses such as colds and 
measles were given as excuses for non attendance. It is not known with 
any degree of accuracy whether the reported illnesses were, in fact, 
that or the excuses given by parents in notes to teachers because of 
the acceptability of this excuse to school personnel. 
Behavior of children related to incarceration of mothers 
One of the basic assumptions of this study was that school perma¬ 
nent records did have anecdotal records about the behavior of children. 
The study is limited to the degree that the records did not contain such 
information. The interviews with the mothers and significant others 
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TABLE 4 
ATTENDANCE RECORDS, BY FAMILY, OF CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED 
MOTHERS FOR THE SCHOOL YEARS 1973-74 AND 1974-75 
Case Sex Age Days Absent Days Absent Reasons Given 
1973-74 1974-75 
One F 16 32 75 Truancy 
M 14 Youth Development Center 
M 13 24 44 Carfare, Overslept 
M 12 10 16 Weather, Overslept 
F 6 Not enrolled 26 Personal Care 
Two M 7 2 1 Illness 
F 5 Not enrolled 6 Illness 
Three F 9 8 14 Bad Weather 
M 7 10 20 Bad Weather, Illness 
F 6 10 51 No Shoes, Illness 
Four M 12 6 20 None Given 
F 10 6 16 Illness 
F 9 13 40 Illness, Weather 
F 6 6 15 Illness 
Five M 13 4 6 Illness 
F 8 2 3 Baby Sitting 
Six F 7 1 3 Being Transferred 
M 6 1 3 Being Transferred 
Seven M 5 Not enrolled 2 Measles, Cold 
Eight F 15 32 51 Baby Sitting, Indifference 
F 13 24 29 Illness 
M 11 39 46 No Clean Clothes 
M 8 20 29 Illness, Measles 
M 8 20 29 Illness, Measles 
F 5 36 29 Illness, Measles 
Nine M 11 40 53 None Given 
M 9 40 53 Truancy 
F 7 26 32 Illness 
F 6 26 32 Illness 
Ten M 10 14 4 Illness, Funeral 
F 8 14 4 Illness, Headaches 
F 5 Not enrolled 22 Illness 
Eleven F 11 8 4 Illness 
M 9 7 10 None Given 
M 8 12 16 No Shoes 
F 7 8 12 Bad Cold 
M 6 8 12 Bad Cold 
M 5 Not enrolled Not enrolled 
Twelve M 9 15 31 Suspended 
F 5 32 22 Bad Weather 
Total 40 556 881 
42 
elicted statements about the behavior of children but there was no 
correlation of this information with the incarceration of the mothers 
as indicative of any behavioral changes in the children. The be¬ 
haviors of the children referred to by the mothers in the case his¬ 
tories existed prior to their incarceration. 
Profile of the incarcerated mothers 
There were twelve black mothers involved in this study with a 
combined total of fifty-six children; forty of these were of school 
age. Other aspects of the profile are recorded below. 
Age. Eight of the mothers were between the ages of twenty-one 
and thirty years and four were between the ages of thirty-one and forty 
years. The mean age was 29.2 years. 
Education. Two of the mothers had completed elementary school; 
eight had attended high school, and two were high school graduates. 
Family. No incarcerated mother involved in this study came from 
an intact family. The singular factor each gave for the broken homes 
they were reared in was paternal desertion. At the time of incarcera¬ 
tion the mothers, themselves, were often heads of households. 
Income. Eleven of the twelve mothers had incomes in the $2000- 
$2499 category. 
Source of income. The twelve mothers' source of income was 
from public assistance: aid to dependent children. One case involved 
social security due to homicide. 
Employment. The mothers in this study were previously employed 
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in hotels as maids and in varions roles in cafeterias. 
Housing. Three mothers lived in private dwellings which they 
were renting. Nine lived in public housing. Each had lived in their 
homes at the time of incarceration for a minimum of four years. 
Offenses. The offenses committed by the mothers which pre¬ 
cipitated the present arrest and previous offenses are listed in table 
5. Previous arrests in the table refers to offenses for which the 
mothers were arrested in the same category as the present arrest. 
TABLE 5 








Murder 3 0 
Prostitution 1 2 
Assault 1 0 
Forgery 2 1 
Possession of Narcotics 2 4 
Selling Stolen Goods 1 3 
Using Stolen Credit Cards 1 0 
Mugging Accessory 1 0 
Total 12 10 
More detailed explanations of items in the profile are recorded 
in the case histories. 
44 
Income 
The mothers, as a group, were hesitant to quote a figure for 
their actual income. All twelve responded to the question about income 
by saying they were on welfare. One mother stated that one of her 
children received a social security check. Since the maximum public 
assistance amount is $184.00 per month, the income level of the twelve 
mothers is under the poverty line. 
Formal educational level of the mothers 
Table 6 depicts the highest grade completed by each of the mothers 
involved in this study. Two completed elementary school. Two completed 
high school and the remaining numbers completed the grades as indicated 
in table 6. 
TABLE 6 
HIGHEST GRADE COMPLETED 













Dwellings of mothers 
Table 7 shows the type of dwellings occupied by the mothers at 
the time of their incarceration. 
TABLE 7 
DWELLINGS OCCUPIED BY THE MOTHERS 
Type of Dwelling Number of Mothers 
Public Housing 9 
Private-Rented 3 
Total 12 
Nine of the mothers lived in public housing and three of the 
mothers lived in privately rented dwellings. 
Summary 
The mothers, and their immediate parents, are from broken homes; 
show little indication of formal marital ties; work primarily as maids 
and other custodial jobs; primarily are incarcerated for the commission 
of crimes against the person; primarily receive public assistance as 
their means of support; have a positive perception of themselves as good 
mothers; and, express concern about the welfare of their children. 
The children involved in this study are most often products of a 
broken home—without their natural fathers living permanently in the home; 
are most absent from school for the stated reason of illness; live 
predominantly in public housing; are predominantly under nine years of 
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age; and are enrolled in the public school system of Atlanta. 
When the children were under the supervision of caretakers during 
the 1974-75 school year there were 881 absences, an increase of 325 days 
over the previous year. The mothers were incarcerated a total of 2197 
days during the 1974-75 school year. For the preceding school year, 
1973-74, mothers were incarcerated eight days and absences were recorded 
at 556 days. The increase in absences of pupils is disproportionate to 
the days of incarceration of the mothers for the 1973-74 school year. 
See table 8. The data pose questions for further study. 
More detailed explanations are in the case studies which follow. 
TABLE 8 
TOTAL DAYS OF INCARCERATION OF MOTHERS WITH TOTAL 
ABSENCES OF CHILDREN FOR THE SCHOOL YEARS 





1973-74 1974- •75 
Incarceration Absences 








One 5 0 66 273 161 
Two 2 0 2 268 7 
Three 3 6 28 110 85 
Four 4 2 31 172 91 
Five 2 0 6 30 9 
Six 2 0 2 237 6 
Seven 1 0 0 156 2 
Eight 6 0 171 149 213 
Nine 4 0 132 163 170 
Ten 3 0 28 247 30 
Eleven 6 0 43 207 54 
Twelve 2 0 47 186 53 
Total 40 8 556 2197 881 
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The Case Studies 
The data for this study were drawn from the case histories of 
twelve incarcerated mothers. Precise details such as names, birth- 
dates, addresses, and other specific identifying information has been 
omitted from the case histories to preserve anonymity of the mothers, 
children, and significant others. 
The cases list the occupants of the home in which the mothers 
and their children live and other members of the family in the home at 
the time of the mother's incarceration. Prior to the summation of the 
case histories, there is information from the mother about her home 
composition, ages of those in the home, grades completed by family 
members, occupation or source of income, offense data, and a terse 
statement summarizing her perception of her immediate problem as re¬ 
lated to her home and to her children. The summation of the interviews 
with the mother and significant others follows. Stated relationships 






Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 36 7th Public Assistance 
Her mother 56 3rd Public Assistance 
Brother 23 4th 
Son 20 9th 
Daughter 16 10 th 
Son 14 8th YDC 
Son 13 8th 
Son 12 6th 




Type of dwelling 




LR, K, BR 5, Bath 
Offense data 
Offense 






The mother expressed concern about the school attendance 
of her 16 year old daughter. Her second major concern 
was the care and supervision of her 6 year old daughter 
and 4 year old son (.not a part of this study) . 
The case history 
The mother initially expressed some concern about the 
school attendance of her daughter, then age fifteen. After 
getting the address, the researcher visited the apartment. 
The family lived in a unit which had a living room, 
kitchen with dining combination, bedroom on the first floor, 
and four bedrooms on the second floor. In addition to the 
listing above of occupants in the home, subject's mother 
and grandmother of the children has a boyfriend in the home. 
Also, the twenty year old son has a girlfriend, age seventeen, 
with a thirteen month old baby in the home. She has since 
given birth to another baby. 
The daughter's attendance problem was centered around 
the fact that she was still enrolled in a high school some 
distance from the home where the family had recently moved to 
and her desire to remain there in spite of the fact that the 
present address was some distance and often she did not have 
bus fare. 
The family's monthly income was in the amount of $184. 
Of this, $80 a month was being paid for furniture which the 
mother had bought just before she was arrested. Rent and gas 
amounted to $20. All other living expenses came from the same 
check. 
There was some discussion by the welfare workers as to 
whether the family should remain in tact while the mother was 
incarcerated or whether the small children should be placed in 
foster homes. One 14 year old was already committed to the 
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Youth Development Center from the Fulton County Juvenile Court 
for delinquency and was really not a part of the family at 
this time. 
A summation of positives could be centered around the 
feelings of closeness of the family unit and the strong ties 
which seemed to indicate that they might do well, or as well, 
remaining where they were in their present home. There were 
serious discussions since the maternal grandmother of the 
children, though physically mobile and apparently healthy, 
appeared to be a 'vegetable' when it came to actual super¬ 
vision and care of the children. The family was tolerant of 
her boyfriend since he had been around practically all the 
lives of each of the children. 
The fifteen year old girl was eventually transferred to 
the nearer school and in spite of additional help and counseling 
from the school, her attendance did not appreciably improve. 
The facts would indicate that her attendance worsened and at 
sixteen, she is no longer in school, neither is she employed. 
The fourteen year old boy is sullen, angry, and difficult 
to talk with. His truancy record dates back to the third 
grade. Research into the family history reveals the step¬ 
father was very abusive toward him. The records at the 
juvenile court would date his initial appearance in the fifth 
grade for breaking into a service station. Before his 
appearance at the juvenile court, and afterwards, he is 
credited with stealing from his friends while at school. 
During the time of this research, he had been at the Youth 
Development Center for nearly two years. He was permitted to 
visit home with the idea of terminating from the Youth Develop¬ 
ment Center. The neighbors complained about his breaking into 
their homes. Rather than return him to the Youth Development 
Center, he was placed in the Methodist Children's Home. There, 
he refused to work and was abusive toward the other boys, 
stole forty dollars from the pocket book of the counselor, and 
ran away. He went home and the family kept him for a few days. 
His own family was relieved when he was away from the home in¬ 
dicating that he was a bad influence on the other two brothers 
of comparable age. His probation officer, worker from the 
Department of Human Resources, and the officials of the Metho¬ 
dist Home decided to permit him to stay home and report daily 
to another program. His attendance there was irregular. During 
this time, he was arrested for stealing and is now back as a 
resident of the Youth Development Center in Augusta, Georgia. 
He was formerly at a center in Atlanta. 
The thirteen year old is easy to talk with and friendly. 
He is assigned to the eighth grade. Records reveal he has been 
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to school only three days during the 1975 portion of the 75-76 
school term. His elementary school record for the preceding 
year is comparable. His excuse for not attending school is 
that he does not have carfare to get to school. He is a non¬ 
reader but can verbalize well. He criticizes the twenty-year 
old brother by saying that he does not manage the welfare 
check right. He thinks his older sister should do better about 
keeping the younger children clean. He expresses concern about 
his grandmother and the fact that no one will take care of her 
or take her to the hospital to see about her eyes. He speaks 
of his mother frequently and says he will be glad when she gets 
home. When the fourteen year old boy is at home, this thirteen 
year old follows him and gets into the same difficulties re¬ 
sulting in the same juvenile court records. 
The twelve-year old is very quiet and likes to read. He 
is successful at school. He reads well and misses very few 
days in school. When he does miss, he says that no one would 
awaken him or that it rained too hard and he has nothing to 
wear in the rain. He does not go to the school in his immedi¬ 
ate neighborhood. He complained that the children in his 
neighborhood school are too bad and like to fight all the time. 
He spends most of his time at home and apart from the family 
by staying upstairs in his bedroom. 
For the duration of this study, the six-year old was 
dependent upon others to get her to school and her record is 
poor for this reason. She also does not attend the immediate 







Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 36 8th Cafe (irregular) 
Boyfriend 42 7th Cook 
Son 7 2nd 




BR 1, K 
Type of dwelling 













Employment and making home for children 
The case history 
This mother started by stating that she and her family were 
so poor. The family she referred to was the subject, subject's 
mother and subject's two sisters. They lived in Vine City 
and grew up never having enough to eat. She didnvt like school' 
the children always laughed at her-^they were poor also but 
managed to look better. Her natural mother deserted when she 
was a baby and grandmother assumed this role. She learned that 
her natural mother died two or three years ago up the country. 
This information was passed to her grandmother by someone. 
She attended Washington High School for a short while in 
Atlanta. The truant officer was always there and grandmother 
always told them that she did not know where she was. This 
subject indicated that she wished her grandmother had made 
her go to school. She stopped attending in the 9th grade and 
got a job in a cafe downtown. She indicated that a person 
could not make money like that. She said that her boyfriend 
was working at a gas station. After the birth of their first 
child, both grew tired of not having any money. The boyfriend 
shoplifted, was arrested and sent away. 
Her oldest sister took her little boy to stay with her and 
her 'old man. ' The grandmother died that year also. She met 
her present boyfriend, they liked each other and moved to¬ 
gether. This one was the father of the little girl. 
She said that her children did well in school and that her 
sister, who was caring for the children, did a good job. She 
sees them when she wants to and when she is out of jail, she 
buys them clothes. 
At the time of the interview, she had been in jail for 
five months and was waiting for the four remaining months to 
end. She said that the judge would not give her probation 
because of three previous arrests for prostitution. Her 
boyfriend, who had been getting her out stated that it was 
impossible for him to get her out on the last offense. 
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She indicated that her sister was well off. Her sister 
had lived in the projects but was put out due to income. 
The sister now has a nice home. She indicated that she and 
her present boyfriend would pet a better place to live when 
she was released. 
Subject's sister. The sister and her husband have a 
combined income of $7000 per year and for this reason were 
asked to leave public housing where they had lived for ten 
years. The sister said that things were better for them 
since leaving the projects in that they did not have so many 
people around all the time and they did not see the fighting 
and killing all the time. However, financially, they were 
better off in the projects. 
The house is small and clean. The rent for the five 
rooms is $125 per month plus utilities. Her husband was not 
talked with because he was on the job as a mechanic. The 
sister does day work and has been employed by the same family 
for fifteen years, two days a week. 
When asked about the subject and her children, she stated 
that her sister had always been a bad girl. She said that 
she had always given trouble and almost drove the grandmother 
crazy before her death about a year ago. She did say that 
neither had much of a chance because they never knew their 
natural mother. She remembers her mother when she left be¬ 
cause she was seven at the time. She grew up feeling that 
she never wanted to be like her real mother. The grandmother 
tried to keep them together but this sister went to work at 
fourteen and married at sixteen. 
She said her sister's children were like her own because 
they had had them about all their lives. The children do 
know and recognize their mother; however, the natural mother 
makes them nervous. The social worker has suggested that they 
adopt the children so that the mother could not take them away 
when she wanted to. She indicated that the mother was wild 
and would not tell the truth for anything. The mother tells 
the neighbors that she buys the children things and gives them 
money, but this is not true. She indicated that she and her 
husband worked hard and took care of them. 
The sister said that when the subject got into trouble that 
she had not heard from her for three months. When she did con¬ 
tact them, she was calling to ask them to hire a lawyer. She 
said that she did not have this kind of money and if they did 
it would do no good because she would get into trouble again— 
running from man to man. 
The children are enrolled in the kindergarten and the second 
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grade. They come to school neat and clean. Their grades 







Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 26 11th Housewife, Welfare 
Daughter 9 4th and Social Security 
Son 7 2nd 
Daughter 6 1st 
The home 
Type of dwelling 




Date of incarceration 
Sentence 
Stated problem 
Apartment, private rent 
2 years 
LR, K, BR 2 
Murder 
February 10, 1975 
20 years 
Care of her children and her mother's attitude toward 
her children. 
The case history 
This subject stated that she had three children in a 
local elementary school. She has a mother, three sisters, and 
six brothers. She admitted that she killed a man but said 
that she acted in self-defense and that her lawyer was 
attempting to get her off. Her first husband was killed in 
Vietnam and she married another soldier. He is stationed in 
England. Her oldest daughter gets a check from the govern¬ 
ment each month. 
She stated that she had her own apartment and her children 
went to school everyday before she was jailed. She was 
employed by Church's Chicken which was close to home allowing 
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her the opportunity to go home often and see about the 
children. 
She admitted that she was doing well until the lady down¬ 
stairs started inviting her down to drink. 
Presently, subject's mother states that the children make 
her nervous. Additionally, her mother is sickly and does not 
feel like getting the children ready for school everyday. 
The older daughter does not like the present living arrange¬ 
ments and frequently gets the word to her own mother to hurry 
and come home. The children have visited the mother in jail. 
This inmate swears "...I don't remember shooting anybody 
but everybody said I did. I have epileptic spells and my head 
starts hurting so badly." She indicated that she was always 
available to help all of her brothers and sisters when they 
got in trouble but none of them are doing anything for her, 
not even a visit. 
In her mother's household her fifteen year old sister is 
causing problems by not helping their mother with the children 
and by staying out all night. Her brother has two children in 
this home also. She indicated that her baby brother was living 
in their mother's home and also the youngest sister. The baby 
brother worked and helped with the house notes but said that 
the children got on his nerves also, so he moved out. 
Her mother has told her that the children were bad, all 
except the youngest one. She said that the oldest girl was so 
grown that she could not do anything with her. The natural 
mother then indicated that she didn't take any junk and when 
she was at home, the oldest daughter did not give her any 
trouble. She indicated that the father of her other children 
was in town and was talking about taking the little girl with 
him but she felt that he could not do that. She has requested 
her mother not to permit him to see the child. She said further 
that this one was born while he was in England so he doesn't 
pay her any attention. 
She then requested information as to whether the researcher 
knew anything about Carrie-Steele-Pitts Home, indicating that 
some of the other inmates had said that it was a nice place and 
that the home took good care of the children and would return 
them when parents got out of jail. She raised the question 
because she said that her mother would not continue to take 
care of the children because of her high blood pressure. She 
stated that she loved her children and did not want them split 
up in different foster homes. She felt that under the latter 
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plan, she vrould not jet her children back. 
She talked of being a good mother, providing her children 
with necessary clothing and sending them to school daily. 
She requested that her mother be visited and prevailed with 
to keep her children and inquire about the possibility of 
her continuing to keep them in spite of her health. The 
oldest daughter had written a letter saying that 'mama' 
stays sick all the time and she has to do all the work. She 
expressed a wish to return to her own home. The mother then 
lamented that she had let a friend have her apartment but 
supposed that the apartment was wrecked by now because her 
friend had so much company and they drank a lot. 
Subject's mother. This family lived in 221 housing in 
the Northwest section of Atlanta. She came to the door slowly 
after being called by a small child several times. The 
furnishings in the home were quite scant and shabby. A sofa 
and one chair represented the list of furnishings. A baby, 
fifteen months old, had on a dirty undershirt and nothing 
else, was jumping up and down on the sofa. Two of the 
subject's children were sitting on the sofa. 
When the subject's mother arrived she told the two largest 
children to go into the back room and take the baby with them. 
The nine year old told the grandmother that she couldn't do 
anything with that baby and left the room leaving the baby 
behind. 
The grandmother of the children began with the fact that 
she was ill and that her blood pressure was up and further, 
that she could not make it with those children. The young 
baby was her fifteen year old daughter's child. Two boys, 
ages seven and nine, belonged to one of her sons whose wife 
had left him and then the three children of the subject's 
were also in the home. She said that the little baby and 
the subject's three received welfare checks but she did not 
get anything for her son's children. She did indicate that 
when she could catch him he would do a little something for 
his child. 
She indicated that she had tried hard with her own children 
whose father had walked off and left her with ten children. 
The three oldest had already gone from the home and were on 
their own. She said that she was the mother of thirteen but 
three had died—two died at birth and one was run over by a 
car when he was four years old. She ended by saying that 







Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 32 10 th Hotel Maid 
Sister 33 8th Soc. Sec. (Dis.) 
Son 12 7th 
Daughter 10 5th 
Daughter 9 4th 




Type of dwelling 








LR, BR 3, K 
Aggravated Assault 
December 10, 1974 
3 years 
Stated problem 
Denial of parole and delay in re-establishing home for 
children. 
The case history 
The subject started by indicating that she was not supposed 
to serve but eighteen months but the people would not let her 
out. The parole board had sent her a letter stating that her 
request for parole had been denied on the Friday before this 
visit. The last time she was in prison she said she had six 
months and served six months and got out on time. This time 
she said she had already served eighteen months and was supposed 
to have some good time because she had not given anyone any 
trouble. She blamed the matrons saying that they wanted her to 
work because they knew she was a good worker. She expressed 
that she might as well have gone to the farm if she was going 
to have to do the whole time. 
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She said that she was not worried about her kids because 
her sister always took good care of them when she was not 
there. She talked of having had a visit from her sister and 
oldest son and how big he appeared to her. She told her son 
during this visit that she was not expecting him to give any¬ 
one any hassle. The son told her what his father was going 
to give him for Christmas. She told her son not to get his 
hopes up because the man was no good. She indicated that her 
son knew this because the father was always doing a lot of 
big talk and then not coming up with anything. She stated 
that her sister had put a bicycle in the lay away for him and 
that he would be glad about that. 
She was also counting on her mother who also did things 
for the children at Christmas time. Her mother did not visit 
her often because the mother lived on the lot and didn't have 
but Thursday off and the visiting hours were on Saturday. 
She said that her brother was on the other side but that she 
did not think that he would have to do any time. He had sent 
her a note saying that he was in on a bum rap. He was to go 
to court the following week. She speculated that his old 
lady had him picked up for something because she was always 
on his back. 
Before she had the last baby, she said that she was working 
at the hotel and had been there for about seven months. She 
was going to quit because the head housekeeper was crazy. The 
more she worked the more the housekeeper wanted her to work. 
She said she had told her that she was going to work eight 
hours and all that could not be completed in eight hours 
would have to wait until the following day. She said that she 
had to get her off her back. She continued by saying that she 
was working because the welfare cut her check. The worker 
knew that the daddy of her last two children was staying in 
the home and had the check cut for this reason. After this 
she said the worker did not return for a visit because she 
knew that she was mad. 
The subject said that she had another sister who was really 
a half-sister who stayed most of the time with her daddy's 
people. This half-sister did not have anything to do with her 
because she felt that she was too good. She admitted that this 
sister had a pretty home. Her mother took her there for a 
visit and this sister got the lawyer this time. The subject 
said that she must have felt sorry for her. The lawyer, however, 
was no good. She said that she called the lawyer the other day 
and told him to earn his money and get her out of jail. 
Subject's sister. This sister seemed to have a few reser¬ 
vations about talking about her sister, who was in jail. 
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According to her, the sister was always in and out of jail 
for one thing or another since she was a juvenile. She in¬ 
dicated that she was the only family member available to 
come and stay with the subject's children because she was 
separated from her husband and also received a disability 
check from the social security because of an automobile 
accident which severed a nerve in one arm rendering it 
permanently limp. 
The home was in public housing off Peters Street and 
was fairly neat. There were children running all around 
and through the house. During the visit they were told to 
go outside and wait until they were called. The sister 
held a year old child who was quietly sucking two fingers. 
She felt that her sister didn't mean to get into trouble 
but because she liked to have fun, her friends were always 
doing her in. She felt she cared about her because when 
she was in the hospital the subject did not miss a day 
visiting and later stayed with her until she was able to 
take care of herself. In spite of the fact that she stayed 
in trouble, this sister said the subject had a big heart 
and took care of the children when she was free. She said 
the subject loved them and would fight anyone about them. 
She felt that the twelve year old and the nine year old 
missed their mother the most. She worried about the nine 
year old because she did not want to go to school and cried 
a lot. She didn't feel the nine year old should be forced 
to go to school if she did not want to go but felt that she 
would get all right soon. 
She indicated that she had plenty of help with the 
children. Her boyfriend came by every night and some of the 
mother's friends were always over helping her. Also, two of 
the fathers were real good to the children. She said that 
the father of the twelve year old boy was no good but he was 
a lot of fun. She said that her sister had never mentioned 
the father of one of the children and she had no idea as to 






Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 28 7th None visible 
Her mother 46 8th Maid 
Son 13 7th 




Type of dwelling 




LR, K, BR 3 
Offense data 
Offense 
Date of incarceration 
Sentence (for prior offenses) 
Forgery 





Eight year old girl in home alone while guardian worked. 
The case history 
The mother expressed concern about her eight year old 
girl who would have to be in the home alone as her mother 
went to work so early and had to stay overnight many times 
with the children where she worked. She had been arrested 
for violation of parole. She was supposed to report to 
her probation officer on a regular basis but had failed to 
do so. She said that she had spent six months in jail be¬ 
fore, about two years ago, but at that time there was a 
sister living in her home but she had recently died. 
The mother felt that she was not supposed to be in jail 
because she had not done anything wrong. She said that she 
reported to the probation officer when she had a way to get 
there. She was in the apartment next door having a drink 
with some friends when the police came and searched the 
place. They found some dope and arrested everybody in the 
house and because she had a record they locked her up. She 
said she wasn't worried about her thirteen year old son be¬ 
cause he acted like a little man. He even has a job at the 
grocery store and buys his own clothes and always has some 
money in his pocket. She said he went to school and was 
real smart. 
She admitted that she stopped school when she was in 
the eighth grade because school was hard for her. At sixteen 
she got a job at the Rainbow Inn. Her mother warned her that 
if she made her bed hard she would have to 'lay in it'. 
The subject stated that her own mother was never at home any¬ 
way. She lived at the white people's house and subject and 
her brother stayed with an aunt and uncle. This started when 
their father died when she was eight and her brother was ten. 
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They did not like it there and she and her brother talked 
about this all the time. He ran away at thirteen and was 
not seen until last year when he came down for a visit 
from Detroit. She said that she did not know what he did 
for a living, but he looked good. 
She gave the researcher her telephone number and asked 
her to call and see about her little girl. 
The researcher called the home and discovered that the 
girl and her brother were at home alone. The girl said 
that her grandmother would be home about seven and that a 
return call could be made. She made no reference to her 
mother and was asked to have the grandmother call. She 
wrote the number and read it back to see if she had it 
right and then said that she would not forget to have her 
grandmother call. 
The grandmother did call and said that the eight year 
old girl had called her on the job and had told her that 
her own mother was in jail. She said that she had not 
talked with the mother in jail, as yet, but was going to 
get someone to stay with the children when she could be¬ 
cause she worked and did not have anyone to take care of 
them. She said that the eight year old had taken the four 
year old child to the nursery where he went everyday and 
then returned for him as though nothing had happened. Her 
daughter had been in jail for three days before the eight 
year old child had called her. She indicated that she had 
a friend who might come over on the nights she had to stay 
on the job but that the eight year old was old for her age 
and took good care of her little brother. She said the 
thirteen year old boy could stay there if he would but no 






Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 25 High School Waitress 
Daughter 7 2nd 




Type of dwelling 




LR, DR-K, BR 2 
Offense data 
Offense 
Date of incarceration 
Possession of cocaine 
May 5, 1975 
Stated problem 
Concern for children since her incarceration. 
The case history 
This mother was articulate and appeared to be in¬ 
telligent as she talked and expressed concern about her 
children. She did not know what happened to them when 
she did not return home the night she was arrested. The 
court appointed lawyer had told her that the children 
would be placed in a home. He did not say where or for 
how long. 
The police had raided the apartment of a boyfriend 
and she was there when it happened. She said this was 
the first time she had been arrested and didn't have any 
money or a lawyer. She requested the researcher to call 
her mother and the Department of Family and Children 
Services to find out where the children were. 
The caseworker was contacted and she said that she 
had explained to the mother and could not make her under¬ 
stand that she could not reveal the whereabouts of her 
children. She had told her that they were safe, and that 
there would be a hearing before a judge and the children 
would be placed in temporary custody. The mother did not 
hear the temporary part and this was the reason that she 
was so upset. 
When this information was given to the mother she was 
more calm. Her hearing was continuously postponed but 
the mother was relieved to know that her children were 







Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 23 High School 
Her mother 41 11th 
Her step-father 52 6th Cab driver 
Son 5 K 
Daughter 3 
Son 9 mos 
Her half-brother 13 8th 
The home 
Type of dwelling 









LR, DR, K, BR 3 
Forgery 
December 20, 1974 
Possession of drugs, 
lottery raid, and 
occupying a dive 
How to get into a halfway house. 
The case history 
This subject is attractive and wears a moderate Afro. 
She spoke to the researcher because of her interest in 
being sent to a halfway house. She gave the researcher a 
telephone number to call to see if the halfway house would 
accept her. She gave a number where her aunt could be con¬ 
tacted but said that she did not want her mother contacted 
because her mother had indicated that she was trouble and 
for that reason was through with her. This was the expression 
of the mother also, because her daughter had been in so much 
trouble. The subject's mother did have the children. 
The subject's mother spoke of the number of times that 
she had helped her out of trouble and each time she would 
get with her friends and get into further difficulty with 
63 
the law. This time her friends had told her how to get 
money to support her drug habit. They gave her a check 
and sent her to the store to case it and the friends have 
not been located since her arrest. Subject's mother is 
on welfare and does not have the funds for a lawyer. 
She said further that she had been taking care of the 
children since they were born. 
The subject's only interest was getting into the half¬ 
way house. She did not mention her children nor did she 
appear to want to hear what had been discovered by the re¬ 
searcher. The freedom afforded by the halfway house was 
the subject's only concern. She wanted out and from all 






Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 35 9th 
Her mother 52 7th 
Son 19 11th Sears 
Daughter 15 10 th Welfare 
Daughter 13 7th 
Son 11 5th 
Son 8 3rd 
Son 8 3rd 
Daughter 5 K 
Daughter 2 
Grand daughter (15 3 mo 





LR-D, K, BR 2 
Type of dwelling 




Date of incarceration 
Murder 
November 3, 1974 
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Stated problem 
Concerned about her mother's ability to take care of 
the children and particularly the new grandbaby since 
its mother has a drinking problem. 
The case history 
The subject was visibly disturbed. The matron had re¬ 
quested that the researcher see her as the doctor had been 
called to give her medicine which she refused to take. 
Her nineteen year old son had been in the process of 
getting an apartment for him and his girlfriend when she 
had a fight with the neighbor. She wasn't sure if he would 
remain in the house to help supervise the children. She 
stated that he was always good with them and took up a lot 
of time with them. He also was generous with his money and 
that helped because her welfare check did not go far. 
The subject expressed fear that her mother had always 
been weak and needed caring for because she drank too much 
and even when she was a little girl, she had to take care 
of her. She had hopes for her fifteen year old daughter 
and even though she had the baby, she returned to school. 
The subject said she wished she had had the chance to finish 
high school but that she had to stop when she was sixteen so 
that she could work. She never knew her father and she 
wanted to be sure that her children at least knew their 
fathers. She married the father of her first three children 
and they lived together off and on for about ten years. She 
divorced him and married the father of the next three chil¬ 
dren. Her next relationship was a common law marriage and 
two more children were born. He left before the birth of 
the last baby but he hangs around sometimes. He does give 
her money for his children but she doesn't want her mother 
to get her hands on it and drink it up. 
The subject said that she had never been in jail before 
in her life and she guessed that she took one drink too many. 
She said that she would take a drink occasionally because she 
had to take care of her mother but she would not drink too often. 
Contact with the mother's sister was mentioned by the sub¬ 
ject. She stated that when she was small this aunt lived with 
them but after the subject's mother's drinking got so bad her 
aunt moved out and offered to take her with her but she Cat 
eleven years) did not want to leave her mother alone. She has 
not been in touch with the aunt for over a year. At that time, 
they all went to south Georgia to her grandmother's funeral. 
Contact was made with the aunt mentioned above. She was 
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unwilling to take the whole family as her responsibility. 
After two weeks, she agreed to take the twins (eight years 
old) and the two younger ones. The nineteen year old son 







Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 29 10 th None visible 
Her grandmother 58 3rd None visible 
Her mother 43 4 th None visible 
Son 11 5th 
Son 9 4th 
Daughter 7 2nd 




Type of dwelling 









LR-D, K, BR 5 
Selling stolen goods 
January 2, 1975 
3 years 




Two mentally retarded children in home, ages nine and 
eleven, and treatment which they may receive with grand¬ 
mother . 
The case history 
The subject seemed very bitter. She was angry with the 
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matron for not permitting her to use the telephone to check 
about her children. She kept repeating that her 'younguns' 
were all she had and that she didn't want to spend anytime 
in jail. She said she had been tricked by the D. A. because 
he promised her that she could get off if she cooperated. 
She stated that her mother would probably be picked up soon 
because her 1 old loud mouthed neighbor1 would probably put 
the finger on her to get off the hook herself. She stated 
that they all were in it together. She felt that every¬ 
thing would be all right if her mother wasn't taken out of 
the home because her mother would take good care of the 
children. The subject stated that she and her grandmother 
were arrested two years ago and her grandmother did some 
time but the subject got probation. 
There was an arrangement with one of her children's 
fathers ' who worked for a trucking company to bring things to 
her apartment—a few at a time—and they would sell them to 
people in the neighborhood. She felt she had to do this be¬ 
cause she had a 'lot of mouths to feed.' 
Once the subject was arrested for shoplifting from Rich's 
Department Store but they let her go because it was her first 
offense. She stated that she had a brother and also a younger 
sister who were in jail at the same time. Her eleven year old 
son had spent some time at the juvenile court but the school 
told the court that he was mentally retarded and they per¬ 
mitted him to go home. 
The grandmother of the subject stated that she moved to 
Atlanta when she was fifteen years old. She ran away from her 
home in Rex, Georgia with a man who had promised her a job. 
She stayed with him until she had four children then he beat 
her so much until she took her children and went to a friend's 
house. The friend told her how to get welfare and they put 
her in the project to live. 
The mother of the subject always lived with her but the 
other children went separate ways. One son is in the army and 
ready to retire. He states he will help get a house. She 
describes him as being 'fine' and unmarried. Her second girl 
lives in New York and says she would not return to Georgia for 
anything. She feels that she and the children will somehow 
make it. They got a lawyer for the subject because she is 
needed by the family. 
The grandmother said the subject was a fine girl, always 
seeing about her and her mother. She would be glad to see 







Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 26 9th Waitress 
Common-law husband 24 6th Jail 
Son 10 4th 
Daughter 8 3rd 
Daughter 5 K 
Daughter 2 
The home 
Type of dwelling 









LR, K, BR 1 
Mugging accessory 
December 29, 1974 
1 year 
No relatives in Atlanta. Neighbor is caring for children 
but subject didn't know how long this arrangement would 
last. 
The case history 
The subject stated that she had come to Atlanta with her 
common-law husband from Kentucky who had a job in Atlanta. 
She met him in Kentucky when he was visiting his family there. 
She had left her two children in Kentucky with an aunt when 
she left. Her mother refused to keep them. A year and a half 
later, her aunt brought the children here and her common-law 
husband did not like it. He would stay mad all the time and 
fight. When his baby was born he changed a bit and they moved 
into a bigger house. 
The subject went to work at the Rib Shack where her common- 
law husband was working and things got better. When she had 
the last baby she became ill; her husband started drinking, 
lost his job because he stayed off so much, and things got 
really bad. 
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She said that her husband's buddies were always hanging 
around and they would drink most of the day and run around 
at night. She did not know that they were doing anything 
wrong until her husband came home with a lot of money. He 
said that one of his friends gave the money to him. The 
night he was arrested she said that she was in the friends 
car with him. She said she really didn't know they were 
going to bother anybody but they did and the police were 
there and arrested all of them. She called a neighbor and 
the neighbor promised to keep the children. Her own mother 
could not be called to come here because of her own brothers 
and sisters: four and three, respectively, and a grandmother 
who is ill. She was sentenced to one year with nine months 
to serve and her common-law husband got five years. 
A visit to the home of the neighbor revealed deplorable 
living conditions. The neighbor lived with six children in 
three rooms. The house had been divided to make a duplex 
with each family sharing a side. The neighbor justified 
her accepting responsibility for the subject's children by 
saying subject might have to take care of her's someday. 
She said that her welfare worker had been out there and 
that they might take the subject's children to foster homes. 
She seemed aware of the time it takes to get things done and 
felt that the subject might be out by the time they got 






Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 27 8th 
Daughter 11 5th 
Son 9 4th 
Son 8 4th 
Daughter 7 3rd 
Son 6 1st 





LR, K-D, BR 4 
Type of dwelling 





Date of incarceration 
Sentence 
Priors 
Possession of narcotics 
September 26, 1974 
18 months 
Possession-narcotics, 
probation, 6 months 
at drug center 
Stated problem 
Concerned about getting methadone while in jail as the 
Doctor had not given her anything. 
The case history 
The subject did not express any concern for her children 
on the first two contacts. In fact, she looked younger than 
twenty-seven and there was no indication that she had children. 
She readily admitted that she had been on dope since her teen¬ 
age days, off and on, and that her boyfriend supplied it to 
her. She explained that she had been in numerous programs 
and had kicked the habit many times but she always went back 
to it. Her habit started by smoking reefers with her high 
school friends. 
She has lived in public housing all her life. Her mother 
lives around the corner with five other children of her own 
and three grandchildren—all are on welfare. She wasn't sure 
what was happening with her children but she thought that may¬ 
be her eighteen year old sister would go around there and stay 
with them because she stayed with them when she lived at the 
drug house for six months. Of course, then, she spent week 
ends at home. 
The subject believed that her children were doing well in 
school even though she had not responded to any notes from her 
nine year old's teacher. 
A visit to the home of the subject's mother revealed a 
mother who was practically incoherent and reeked of alcohol 
and urine. She attempted to explain who all the children were. 
A daughter, age fifteen, told her to hush and let her talk. 
This daughter explained that her nineteen year old sister was 
going to move over to the subject's house. This girl should 
have been in school but could not remember when she last 
attended. 
The fifteen year old gaye a lack of adequate clothing and 







Occupation or Source 
of Income 
Mother (subject) 27 11th Welfare 
Subj ect's Mother 42 10 th 
Son 9 4th 
Daughter 5 K 
The home 
Type of dwelling 








LR-D, K, BR 2 
Using stolen credit cards 
November 16, 1974 
18 months 
Stated problem 
General concern about her children. 
The case history 
The subject was arrested for using stolen credit cards. 
She stated she had been asked to use a card by a friend of 
hers who told her that the card belonged to a relative. The 
subject wanted the researcher to contact her mother by 
visiting the home because there was no telephone there. She 
wanted her mother to use the welfare check to pay for her 
bond. She was also concerned about her two children. Her 
mother was glad to hear from her because she had not heard 
a word since the day she was arrested. 
Subject's mother stated that her daughter had a boyfriend 
who had promised to get her out but he didn't have all of the 
$150.00 which it took for her bond. She further stated that 
she didn't know what she could do because she had worried 
herself sick about her daughter and her children. The boy, 
age nine, had been sent home from school for fighting. She 
stated that she could not do a thing with him and that only 
her daughter could handle him. The teacher had told her that 
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hé was creating a disturbance every day and he was not 
to come back until he brought his mother. At that time 
he had been absent three days and she had been too ill 
to take him back. The other child, a five year old 
daughter, was enrolled in Kindergarten and had not been 
in school since her mother had been arrested because of 
the half day sessions and she had to be picked up by 
11: 30 A.M. Her staying out of school didn't seem to up¬ 
set the grandmother because she enjoyed having the baby 
home with her but she wanted something done about the boy 
because she couldn't make him mind. 
It was explained to her what the subject wanted her to 
do so the subject could leave jail. She thought the boy¬ 
friend should get her out because she and the children 
needed the check. 
On the next visit to jail, the subject had not heard 
anything about her case and was anxious to know if anybody 
was doing anything to get her out. She stated that all 
she needed was to get out and she could take care of every¬ 
thing because she knew how to get some money. The problem 
her mother was having was explained to her. She wanted 
the mother not to tell the teacher where she was but to 
write a note saying that she was sick and couldn't come 
up there and to let him back in school. She changed her 
mind and said to let her son stay on out of school because 
she would be getting out by the week end anyway. There 
was no indication from the records that she would not 
serve the entire time. 
Upon visiting the school the researcher learned that 
the boy had been a disrupting force since entering school 
in the Kindergarten. The principal was aware of the boy's 
behavior and stated that numerous conferences with his 
mother showed that she supported him in his behavior by 
saying that he had to protect himself because children were 
always picking on him. 
Impressions 
The mothers in the study come alive in the interview process. 
Many of the myths of black motherhood come under examination and are 
subject to re-evaluation. Much has been written about the black 
mother's attitude and of her supposed indifference toward her children. 
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Having been a part of the interview process, I know that the concerns 
of the mothers were real. It is well to note that the satisfaction that 
each incarcerated mother had when it was discovered that relatives or 
friends were the caretakers was also real. In the one case when a 
child placement agency was used, many assurances had to be given the 
mother that her children were, in reality, being cared for properly. 
Similar information is often distorted by many who feel that the black 
mothers are indifferent as long as 'someone' is caring for their 
children. This was not the evidence as revealed in the case histories 
of this investigation. 
What makes a good mother is another subject for debate. The 
mothers of this study consistently have a good perception of themselves 
as good mothers. However, the reasons they give may not be consistent 
with the perceptions of others. Historically, we know that survival 
has always been a problem confronting black people—male and female. 
The mothers who provide necessities to their children, by their own 
definitions, see themselves in a positive light. This represents an 
accomplishment. 
The caretakers in this study represent mixed opinions. They 
agree that the physical caring is important but differ with some of the 
mothers mentioned in this study who stated they were doing a good job. 
The caretakers were less likely to excuse mothers for their present in¬ 
volvement in criminal activities; particularly, if they were not the 
parents of the incarcerated mothers. The parents of the incarcerated 
mothers were likely to excuse the behavior with such statements as 
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"they didn't haye fathers" and, here again, the parents of the incar¬ 
cerated mothers viewed themselyes as good parents considering their 
circumstances. 
The lines of communication did not exist with the agencies in¬ 
volved namely, the school, the jail, the welfare department, and 
housing. The real lines of communication were between the mothers and 
their caretakers. This was especially true during the time when there 
was the question as to who would have major responsibility for child 
care while the mother was incarcerated. 
When one considers the economic disadvantages of blacks in 
white America, it seems evident that the support structures for incar¬ 
cerated mothers and their children need re-evaluating to be consistent 
with black culture. With reference to child care, for example, the 
research reveals that only one of the twelve black incarcerated moth¬ 
ers was in need of assistance from outside of the immediate family 
structure. The concept of the nuclear family has little relevancy to 
the family structure of the group studied. The black man, as husband, 
suffers in the system trying to find adequate employment to support 
his wife and children. If relevant employment is not available he 
often leaves. The later acceptance of a boyfriend in the home is often 
with the understanding that his presence will not interfere with the 
welfare check. It is equally understood by both that the welfare check 
is not sufficient and the financial help of the boyfriend is a necessity. 
This study was concerned with school attendance and the behavior 
of children of incarcerated mothers which may have been either 
74 
positively or negatively correlated with the incarceration of the 
mothers. Due to the absence of necessary information in the perma¬ 
nent records the correlation could not be made. However, schools 
are tax supported structures and attendance, per se, should be of con¬ 
cern to all. During the school year 1973-74, the 556 absences repre¬ 
sented a loss of $1257.52 to the school system (82 high school 
absences at $233.70 and 474 elementary school absences at $1023.84). 
For the school year 1974-75 the 881 absences represented a total 
loss of $2065.11 to the school system (235 high school absences and 
646 elementary school absences, at $669.75 and $1395.36 respectively). 
The total loss to the school system for the two year period for the 
children of twelve mothers in the system was $3322.65. When the small 
number of families in this study are considered against the total of 
such absences in the school system, the impact of such a loss of in¬ 
come must be seriously felt in teacher allocation, supplies, and other 
necessities for school operations. The consequences did not appear in 
the statements of the mothers or the caretakers. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY, FINDINGS, IMPLICATIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS 
Summary- 
One purpose of this study was to explore the reported behavior 
of children enrolled in public schools which has been affected by the 
incarceration of mothers. There was some indication that the concern 
expressed by parents, at the moment and during the period of incar¬ 
ceration, about their children would be indicative of behavioral 
changes on the part of the children. The permanent record of students 
in school was specific about attendance but little other specific in¬ 
formation was available. 
The behavior as specified by the parents and significant others 
was not consistent enough to draw specific conclusions. The case 
histories reveal that there are already long periods when the child is 
either cared for by others or is left to his or her devices. 
Findings 
The findings from this research are as follows: 
1. The extended family is important to the incarcerated 
mothers and their children as the study revealed the 
presence of grandmothers, aunts, and other significant 
relatives as primary caretakers of the children. 
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2. Family income is predominantly from public welfare. 
3. There was an almost total absence of fathers and grand¬ 
fathers of children in the homes. Two of the twelve 
mothers identified a common-law husband and a boyfriend 
in their respective homes- 
4. The mothers expressed a need for their employment so 
they could provide necessities for their children. 
5. There was a change in the attendance of the children of 
mothers involved in this study in that there was an 
increased incidence of school absences- 
6. There is acceptance of the boyfriend in the home and 
a dependence upon him for financial assistance* 
7. Since nine of the twelve mothers lived in public housing 
(bedroom space is allocated by family size), living 
space, as such, was not a problem__ 
8. There was either an absence of organized recreation 
in the various communities where the incarcerated 
mothers and their children lived or there was little 
interest shown by the mothers in whatever was available. 
Not one mother mentioned the use of such facilities. 
9. The life styles appear to be perpetuated from one 
generation to the next. 
Implications 
Presently, the data suggest that the public school system 
bases much of what it does and thinks on the attendance record. 
Schools use the attendance record as an indication of the adjustment 
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of a child to his school situation. However, by the time the condi¬ 
tions indicate a pattern of truancy, there is little the institutions 
of society can do to alleviate the problem. Implied in this study is 
a need for a system to become knowledgeable about the families of 
children and effecting programs to alleviate the conditions. 
The data also imply that there is a need for teacher training 
to keep records for evaluation and meeting the needs of students. 
The data imply further that parents do not see schools as possible 
sources of help. 
One other implication of the study may be the need for the 
school and the jail to establish lines of communication in the interest 
of the positive development of children. The jails hold the parents 
and the schools hold the children. There is, at present, no communi¬ 
cation between the two. 
Observations of behavior in the jail; hearing significant others 
discuss and relate how their relatives got into trouble; hearing 
parents relate problems of their children and the difficulties they 
have coping, often giving up; seeing what happens to children who are 
left without the needed support; the inconsistencies of the criminal 
justice system and particularly how this affects the poor and black; 
the sometimes indifference of public helpers assigned to these cases 
and families; cause many areas of concern and inquiry to the researcher, 
and suggest the need for further research into the areas. 
One might ask whether the argument is valid that schools should 
continue to say "what parents ought to do" when problems arise. Rather, 
should the schools not ask what is it that administrators and teachers 
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"must do" if education for the masses is to become a reality. In 
many of the cases absenteeism from school was already a serious problem 
before the parent was jailed. This has further implications for school 
authorities. 
Recommendations 
The following recommendations are made as a result of this 
study: 
1. That continued case histories of an explorative nature be 
made to further examine the problem of the relationship 
between the incarcerated mother and her children; 
2. That the schools examine the roles of teachers in the area 
of recording information about the behavior of children 
other than attendance to enhance the understanding of the 
causative nature of the behavior of children; 
3. That the schools, jails, and other institutions of society 
that have a responsibility to children establish lines of 
communication to plan effectively for them; 
4. That the schools examine the curricula content to assess 
whether the needs of children are being met and to insure 
that the school fulfills its role to prepare for living, 
career options and coping skills to break the present 
cycle; 
5. That the appropriate governmental agency consider alternative 
programs for incarcerated women with children; 
6. That the quality of life in public housing be examined and 
programs planned to facilitate growth—physical and 
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psychological; 
7. That efforts be made to restore to incarcerated women and 
their children, or to enhance in both, a feeling of dignity 
and worth; 
8. That specific measures be taken to make the criminal justice 
system more equitable in the apprehension, processing, and 
treatment of minorities, the poor, and females. 
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APPENDIX A 
Name of Parent or Guardian 
Address 
Telephone 
Name of School children are attending 
Date Incarcerated  
Names of children Grade 
This is to certify that I am the legal parent 
(guardian) of the above named children and authorize 
the bearer to have access to the records of my chil¬ 






Mother's name School 








Mother  DOB  
Father DOB  
Other Guardian DOB  
Address: 
Street Apt C i ty  
State Z i p Telephone 
Howi long at present address (Specify month/years)  
RÔoms in home: Living dining kitchen bed rooms 
Others (Specify type and number)  
Occupants in home Age Sch work Occupation 





Offense of incarcerated parent  
Date of incarceration Date of Release 
Sentence Days held in jail  
Number of previous offenses or listing of prior record  
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Interview schedule, page 2 
Institutional history (dates, and present release status)  
Previous probation and parole history (dates, adjustment, outcome) 
Records of other family members: 
Name Record Approximate dates 
Family case history (from among following pertinent questions) 
1. General social data 
a. Data as recorded above. 
b. What were the conditions, economic and moral, in the husband's 
childhood home? The wife's? What was the effect of these conditions on 
his or her health, character, and industrial status? 
c. Has there been any divorce or legal separation and on what grounds? 
Have any of the children been placed under guardianship? Adopted? 
d. What are the circumstances of relatives outside the family? Their 
interest in this family? Degree of influence with this familyî 
e. Has the trend of the family life been upward or downward? What 
were the circumstances when this family was at its best7 Do they hang 
together through thick and thin or is there little cohesion? 
f. Have the parents good control over the children? 
2. Physical and mental condition 
a. Did the parents or other relatives of husband or wife have marked 
mental, moral, or physical defects? Unusual gifts or abilities? 
b. What attention is given to personal hygiene and health in the 
family? Are there regular meal hours? Do food expenditures give a 
sufficient and well balanced diet? Is the importance of regular sleep, 
bathing, care of the teeth, and regular action of the bowels appreciated? 
c. What is the present physical condition of each member of the 
family, including also bodily and mental defects? 
Interview schedule, page 3 
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d. What treatment has been and what is now being given the various 
members by physicians and medical agencies, and with what results? 
3. Employment 
a. At what age did each member of the family go to work, what was 
his training, and what was his first occupation? Have his occupations 
since been, on the whole, satisfactory? If not, is he capable of 
developing greater skill at something else. 
b. What was the occupation of the wife before marriage, if any, 
and salary? Is present occupation of each worker regular, seasonal, 
or occasional? Is there any chance of advancement? If out of work, 
how long, and why? 
c. Are the conditions under which each member of the family works 
good? If not, in what way bad? 
A. Financial 
a. What are the present earnings? What proportion, in each case, 
goes into the family budget? Is the present Income adequate? Could 
the present income be increased? 
b. What are the monthly expenditures for food, rent, clothing, 
fuel, carfare, etc. What is the amount of debts, to whom, for what? 
With what insurance company are members of family insured? Adequate? 
c. Is there any court record of inheritance, of property, of 
damages recovered? Has the family, or did It ever have, savings? 
Do any members belong to benefit organizations? 
5. Education 
a. What was the education of parents? At what ages did they and the 
older children leave school? Did the children have any vocational 
training? How does the education of each member of the family compare 
with the standards of the community in which each was reared? 
b. School evidence as to scholarship, attendance, behavior, physical 
and mental condition, and home care? 
6. Religious affiliations 
a. What is the religion of each parent? Name of church? What signs 
are there of its influence? Do children receive religious instruction 
in Sunday Schools, or otherwise? 
7. Recreation 
a. What social affiliations have the various members of the family? 
Do any of them belong to clubs or societies-church, fraternal, political, 
or other? What forms of recreation do the family enjoy together? What 
separately? 
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Interview schedule, page k 
8. Environment 
a. Does family occupy a whole house? If so, has it a yard? A 
garden? If not, on what floor? At front or rear? How many rooms? 
b. Are the rooms adequately lighted and ventilated? What are 
the toilet and water facilities? The general sanitary condition of 
the home? 
c. Are the rooms comfortably furnished? Are they clean, or sordid 
and dirty? 
d. What is the character of the neighborhood? Has it undesirable 
physical or moral features? How many other families in the house? 
Their general character? 
e. How long has family lived at present address? At what previous 
addresses has family lived? When and how long? Character of each 
neighborhood and house? 
9. Relations with social and other agencies 
a. Have any social agencies or institutions had relations with 
the family? If so what kimd and with what results? 
10. Summary 
a. What are the family's plans and ambitions for the future? What 
moral and temperamental characteristics and what aptitudes of each 
member can be reckoned with as assets or must be recognized as 
liabilities in the shaping of that future. 
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